MisMaths

MisM athsistheterm used hereto embracethisparticular collection of mistakes, misconceptions
and misrepresentati onsinvolving mathematics, which have gppeared in some mediaor other, at
sometime. Inthe context of an examination paper wewould refer to such thingsas‘ howlers'.
Most of theexamplesgiven here weretaken from newspapers, but other sourceshave aso been
used: radio, television, books, magazinesand even conversation.

Sowhat usear ethey? They can, of course, be perused merely for pleasure, raising asmileor
a‘tut’, and possibly pondering what was actualy meant and how the mistake cameto be made.
Butitishopedthat they will be used, with asuitable audience, toinitiate somediscussononjust
exactly what themistakeis. In other words, providing areason to talk about some mathematical
concepts. It can besurprising how difficult itisto explain why somethingiswrong or funny. And,
rather likeajoke, if it hasto be explained then much of theamusement islost.

Thesheets(1to 6) provideatotal of 136 extracts. All of them have been numbered asanaidto
finding and referring to them. Very roughly they have been ordered with somethought astotheir
degreeof complexity, but thisisan extremely subjective assessment and will really depend upon
the sophi stication of the audience. Certainly Sheet 6 requires somework to be done upon most
of theextractsto seewhat theerror is. Of courseit ismuch easier to detect an error whenoneis
pointed directly at it asisdone here, but it should be bornein mind that when the one or two
sentencesgiven areread in the context of amuch fuller article, then they can be easily missed.

I ntroduction. For the purpose of introducing thiswork to awider audience, 3 sheetshavebeen
provided herewith 9 of the excerpts printed large. These can be madeinto ohp transparencies.
If the supporting technol ogy isavail ablethenthedide-show (avallablefrom theMisMathsopening
menu) could be projected onto ascreen. A summary of al theextractsused inthat show isonthe
last two pagesof these notes. For thispurposeitisbest if thecomputer display isset to 800 by 600
to maximisethe sizeof each didewithinthebrowser, and thuson the screen. Alsoitisbetter if al
the necessary files can be downl oaded beforehand rather than keeping aWeb connection open
with theattendant risk of losing it during the show, to say nothing of the download timesof some
of thedides. But dl of thisrequirestechnology (and expertise) whichisnot yet availableto most.
Perhapsoneday?

Continuation. Read (individually or in groups). Discuss? Explain? Why did it happen? Are
there categoriesof errors?L ook for other examples? Display? Thisisdefinitely apiece of work
that only individua teacherscan plan for and usewith particular classes.

Inview of these uncertainties, any further noteswould be superfluous. But an explanation of one
of themorefrequently seentypesof error might be useful. It ariseswhen two or morefractions
are being used to make comparisons. Often they do not add up either to 1 or to 100%; or else
they do not entirely justify the conclusionsbeing drawn. Consider thisexample:

M ajority want achange!

...of dl thepeopleinterviewed, only threeeighths

did not want achangewhile 40 per cent spoke

overwhemingly infavour. Just onepersoninfive

expressed no views on the subject.

Change each of thefractionsinto apercentage (37.5, 40, 20) and two thingsbecome apparent:
2.5% have gonemissing, and thewords‘only’ ‘overwhelmingly’ and ‘Just’ areemotional
rather than objective. Very likely it was not adeliberate attempt to confuse or mislead anyone,
but thewriter wanted somevariationinexpression (it soundsmuch ‘flatter’ if itisread with al the
fractionsgiven aspercentages) and then got lost in doing the arithmeti c and consequent rounding.
Thereisaseparate ohp master for that extract.
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1. Bewareof specid offers. Not all twofor theprice
of threedealsareasgood avalue asthey seem.

2. Answer both questions.
Both questionscarry equa marks.
Themaximum mark for thispaperis121.

3. Their dividends can be held on the company's
booksfor decades- or evenlonger.

4.  The 203mm gun has a range of plus or minus
eighteen milesand can do tremendous damage.

5. Belgium beat North Koreanearly 2—0

6. Policehavedoubled thenumber of officersonthe
beat tofive.

7. “lrarely watch TV these days; | don't like the
programmes’, complained a woman. “Too true”
replied her friend, * | switchmineoff morethan| switch
iton.”

8. “Butisn't it the case that 50 per cent of your
membersareready to accept thisdeal now?’
“That'snot thecaseat al - quitethereverseinfact.”

9. Theshipisfacingthewrongway andwill needa
360° turn before sliding through the relatively tiny
harbour entrance.

10. Theclaim that the estimated cost isin excess of
£60isuntrue. Theestimated cost isaround £35 million.

11. Thesharpest drop inthetablewasrecorded by
Bristol and West, which plunged eight placestofifth.

12. WhentheWorld Cup isbeamed acrosstheglobe
thisyear it will bewatched by an estimated 15 billion
peopl e- threetimesthe popul ation of the planet.

13. Inthedaysof steam it took around one hour 30
minutesto get from Liverpool Street to Stanstead. That
has now been cut to 93 minutes.

14. INGREDIENTS: Cured pork and beef (pork,
besef, sdlt, antioxidant - sodium I'ascorbate, preservetive
- sodium nitrite), sugar, spices, garlic.

NOT LESSTHAN 100% MEAT
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15. Onanaverageweekday 4.5 million lettersand
100,000 parcelsare posted, and 3.3 million | ettersand
79,000 parcelsareddlivered.

16. Hewasthemiddlechildinacompetitivefamily of
sixinOamaru, New Zealand. . .

17. Postage, Packing and Insurance:
For ordersupto £34.99  £2.50
For ordersover £35.00 Free

18. Thenumber of women professorswill morethan
doublefrom 12to 20.

19. Lastweek new datarevealed Glaswegiansdied
younger and morefrequently than anywhereelse.

20. Copland has a number of new and enhanced
featureswhich will maximisethetimeyou spend using
thecomputer.

21. Thecouncil tax and grant systemisimmensely
complicated. Some of the mathematical factorsinthe
64 pagesof cdculationsrun to thirteen decimal points.

22. BritishRail isfailingtoinform passengersof chegp
faressold by theriva train companiesnow running on
thenetwork. Staff arerefusingtodiscl oseticketsoffering
savingsof 200% when there are different companies
operating Smilar routes.

23. The£10 Christmasbonuswill goto about 13.1
pensionersthisyear, the Socia Security department said
last night.

24. Thereisaready asmdl nationa naturereservein
the Wash, covering lessthan onesquaremile. Thisis
being expanded tenfold to cover 35 square miles.

25. A policesourcesaidtheincident wasbeing trested
asatempted murder, and described it as*adomestic,
eternd trianglesituation” involving at |least four people.

26. Theprisonwasdesignedto holdtwoinmatesina
cell, today it has 800.

27. Around a quarter to one third of the women
recruitedto IBM asgraduatetraineesarefemale.
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28. He broke off as, with a splintering crash the
maintop-gallant canted over, thesail whipping madly in
aweb of parted rigging, whiletheyard itself snapped
into equal halvesbefore pitching towardsthe deck.

29. Professor Parkinson said: “ The 1999 eclipsewill
beseen astotd at thetip of Cornwall, but in Exeter, the
eclipsewill be 99.6 per cent total, but | can assureyou
that theextra 0.6 per centisworth all theeffort it will
taketowitnessit.”

30. Thesefigurescoincideto establish that theyew
grows about afoot in girth every 30 years. Rich or
poor soil can add or subtract about five feet to this
figure

31. Some companies have already reported cost
savingsof asmuch as 1000 per cent.

32. TheRussianwrestler stands6ft 3inches. .. He
can stand upright and kick achandelier hanging eight
feet over hishead. ..

33. Morethan haf English 11-year olds have below
averagereading skills.

34. A bottle of wine a day keeps death at bay
according to Danish researcherswho havefound that
drinkingthreetofiveglassesdaily reducestheoveral
risk of death by half.

35. Witha£4million purseawaiting him, hewasquick
to draw attention to the challenger's £20 million pay
chegue. “I'mnot agreedy man, but Tysonisgetting 16
to 20timesmorethan I'm getting”, Bruno said. “Would
you behappy if youwerethe championand werebeing
treated likethechalenger?’

36. Whenthetapeisnot long enoughtorecordal the
tracksonaCD inther origind sequence, itissometimes
possibleto record all thetracks by re-aranging their
order.

37. SrinivasaRamanujan: bornin 1877, invited to
Cambridge 1914, produced work of highest quality in
thetheory of numbers, died of tuberculosisat theage
of 32.

38. Inthesurvey ... 74% of those who responded
werefemaleand 22% mal e. 4% were undecided.
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39. Few programmes can boast a 100 per cent
increaseinther viewing figuressincefirst going onair,
but Match of the Day, which celebrates its 30th
birthday thisweek proudly makesthat claim. Thefirst
programme. . . attracted just 50,000 viewers. Tonight
... itisestimated that the audience will bein excessof
fivemillion.

40. Drop-out rates are said to berising. Push, the
alternative university guide, claimsthat onein eight
students fails to complete the course because of
overcrowding and student debt. The CV CPinsiststhe
figureislower - around 13 per cent.

41. Heart by-passoperationshaverisen by aquarter
sincethe appointment of afourth cardiac surgeon at
the local hospital. Twenty patients are now being
operated on every week, compared with fifteen before
the new appointment was made.

42. Thebaby-boomershave now beenreplaced, in
redl estatelanguageat least, by the baby-busters. These
aregpparently, coupleswho haveno, or fewer, children.

43. By the end of September, 272 770 people had
flocked into thecity'stourist officein Wheeler Street -
and that isnot counting visitorswho did not go there.

44. The L ebanese pound haslost morethan 100 per
cent of itsvalue against the United Statesdollar inthe
past threeyears.

45. A young man approached us. Hewaswrapped
up against the biting 38 degrees centigrade cold, his
facebarely vishle.

46. InLeningrad in December, beset by wet snow
and Baltic gales, the number of hours of sunshine per
day, averagesan appalling zero.

47. Somegoverment advisersarearguingthatitwould
get abetter priceby sdling 69% now and theremaining
40% | ater.

48. Thechimpanzee appeared to beableto count up
to four objects with accuracy. When the number of
objects was between five and six the number of
mistakesincreased.



MisMaths ~ 3

49. Thedirection of theNorth Poleisdifferent for
every point on Earth.

50. TheRAFfighter pilor Andy GreendrovehisThrust
SSC car onthefastest officidly timed runinland speed
racing history, but missed breaking the sound barrier
by afrustrating 0.003 per cent of the speed of sound
... Timing officials gave the run a provisional
Mach 0.997

51. A third of memberswanted conversionlast year.
A third is a big mgjority. Yes it's not the whole
majority . ..

52. Morethantwofifthsof menaged 20to 24 smoke,
the highest proportionin any agegroup. Women of 20
to 24 are not far behind, with more than two thirds
lighting up, according thethelatest official survey of
Britishlife-styles, published today.

53. THISWEEK inNORTH WALES
August 19th - September 1st

54. Infact menwho didlessthan 20 minutes of
walking aday weretwiceaslikely to diethan men
who did morethan an hour every day.

55. Wedsolearnt smpledivisonby repetition. Having
thus established that six divided by two wasthree, it
wasbut asmall step to determining that thevaueof pi
toten decimal placeswas 3.1428571429

56. Bolitho saw the damaged chebeck . . . and
managed not to watch the seamen frantically trying to
reload [the cannon] before shewas gonefrom view.
But aLong Ninenormally had acrew of fifteenmento
attend itsneed. Meheux had half that number.

57. Coaching Feesare Per Person Per Hour (Divide
by 50% for 30 minute sessions.)

58. A snowflake is made up of millions of water
molecul es- ten plussixteen zeros.

59. ...dthoughlevelsareperiloudy low. Kirklessis
now 137 per cent of capacity, Calderdale 183 per cent
and L eeds 20 per cent.

60. Hisheight was5feet 6%2incheswithout shoes. ..
or 5feet 3incheswithout boots.
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61. Someoverseascall will beasmuch as 111 per
cent lessthan Mercury.

62. Atthemoment theaveragedaily intakeisabout
1.3milligrams, but some peoplemay beeating lessand
somemore.

63. Folding wings could complicate further the
development of anaready complex wing structurefor
the 777 whichiscapableof carrying hugejet engines
with diametersof 120 feet or more.

64. Asfar asbabiesareconcerned, oneand onedo
not maketwo. One and one make at | east one cubed.
To put it another way having asecond baby amounts
to alot morethan having twicewhat you had before.

65. TheJunefigureswill show unemployment at the
minus3millionleve.

66. TheECU isthestandardfinancia unit used by the
EEC and currently equals£0.70p. Onemillion ECU
egual s about £600,000

67. Statigticd projectionsfrom suchfigureshavebeen
used to indicate that by the year 2000 the number of
AIDS casescould be 100 million timesthe popul ation
of the world, but among official bodies only West
Germany'sMinistry of Hedlth believed thispossible.

68. Insomeplacestherejust aren't enough dormice.
In other placesthey seemto bereasonably numerate.

69. A proposa toreducethework forceby onethird
provesthat thiswill result init being decimated.

70. AtPrinceton, reading English, | saw no computers
inanyonesroom upthroughtheyear | graduated, 1981.
At Oxford University, wherel spent thenext twoyears,
computerswere even scarce.

71. Theannua subscriptionisto beincreasedto £2.20
inorder tomakedivisonby 12 easier.

72. However,itwasdill far below theUSgovernment's
safety level . .. If everyoneinthe UShad drunk water
withthisleve of plutoniumfor alifetime, thenumber of
deaths from all causesin the last year would have
increased by lessthan one.
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73. Accident gatigticsshow that you arefar morelikdy
to be serioudly injured asaresult of an accident than
you aretodie. Thismeans. . .

74. Therock, valued at $500,000 was cut from one
of the biggest diamonds ever discovered . . . “The
savviest jewellerscan't waittograbit at theauction”,
explainsagem merchant. “Theplanisto cut it down
into40to 80littlediamonds, mount theminavariety of
ways, and market them as Jackie Kennedy relics at
$2000 to $4000 apiece.”

75.  The most powerful arithmetical computer
known to man, capable of opening up reams of
knowledge never before accessible to mankind has
finaly been put together. Thefour manteam who built
it last year computed 11, therati o between the diameter
and theradiusof acircle, to more than onethousand
milliondecimd places.

76.  Youmay remember that pi issomethingtodo
with ca culating dimensonsof acircleand derivesfrom
dividing 22 by seven, a sum that can be continued
indefinitely. Most folksare happy to leave the solution
at 3.14 but last week Yasumasa K anada, aprofessor
at Tokyo University, announced he had calculatedit to
abillion decimal placeson asupercomputey.

77.  Lewisproduced her career-best effort, 15.27
metres, to win theshot and moveintofirst place before
dipping back with apoor 200 metres.

78.  “Variationin hedlth between different e ectora
wardsisconsiderable. Indental decay wecanfind as
much afive-fold difference. For instance, in oneward
theremay bea70% incidenceof dental decay whilein
another ward 70% have no dental decay.”

79. “"We sold 7,000 tickets for tonight's
performance, but | have heard that two peopl e decided
to stay at home to watch the World Cup Final on
televison. That meansthat thereare 6,998 people here
tonight - animpressive 96 per cent turnout”

80.  Thefinal figureraised fromall eventsat the
Summer Fedtiva will beinexcessof £4,900. TheChurch
Hall Rebuilding Fundwill get 2/3 and the Church Army
and Children's Society will eachreceive 1/3.
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81. Out of every 100 young adultswho start smoking
whenthey areteenagers, 1 will bemurdered, 6 will die
ontheroads, and 250 will bekilled by smoking.

82. Americas mid-west is not easily shaken, but
thanksto one man'spredictionthat asevere earthquake
will strike. .. Thedreaded day is December 3when
thesunand moonwill bedirectly inlinewith oneanother.

83. Cars50% cheaper in Europe

Car manufacturers launched a counter-attack
yesterday against a Monopolies and Mergers
Commission investigation showing someBritish pre-
tax car pricesare 50% above comparable Continenta
levels

84. Morethan 2.25m peopleinthe UK hold charge
cardsand owe an average of £150m each.

85. If you can produce 20 per cent more milk per
cow you can decrease your herd by 20 per cent to
produce the sameamount of milk.

86. A person holding just £1000 of Premium Bonds
may expect towinaprizeevery year. A person holding
£500 could expect 5 prizesayear.

87. Every insurancedisc shal bein the shape of a
rectangle.

88. 4% of nothingisnothing. Wewant 12%!

89. Thenumber of varietiesis24. Oneof eachwould
require aplanting areaof 4 square metres (3 metres
long by 1 metrewide).

90. Hadf of Zimbabwe's3.8 millionwomen and 20%
of thetotal population of 7.5 million suffered, or are
suffering from, thedisease.

91. With50% off thesofa, 25% off thelight and 35%
off that smartlittletable, I'vejust saved 110%

92. Thefactsabout speeding are clear. At 20mph,
onein 20 pedegtriansarekilled, at 30mph haf arekilled
and at 40mph only oneintenwill survive.

93. Ontheempty desk stood an empty glassof milk.
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94. For example, not only can you calculate an
expression like (3 + 4) 2= 49 you can also solve an
algebraic equation like (3+X)2=9+ 6x + x2

95. The 2.5 million customers who have kept the
sharessince Abbey floated in July 1989 have seentheir
vauerisefrom 130p to over 900p thisweek. Few other
Invetmentshavegrown seven-fold over just eight years.
You could say the shareshaveamost doubledinvaue
eachyear.

96. Takeany calculator and work out 4 x -5 which
should be—20. “Most calculators| havetried thissum
ongive—1without reporting anerror.” hesays. “ There
iIsaway of getting the right answer, but it involves
manglingthedgebra”

97. However, aslighter doses of anaesthetic were
used, more patientsbegan towake. Inthe 1960's about
3 per cent of patientshad somerecollection of of their
operation. Today thefigureisnearer onein 1,000.

98. The golden mean appears throughout art and
nature, including the human body, intheratio of the
total height of theaverage adult to the height of his/her
navel. For anewbornchildtheratiois1:1.

99. Insertingabracket. .. cantransformthemeaning
of alinejust asmuch asabracket can alter aline of
algebra: for we all remember do we not that
X2+ 332+ 173 isavery different kettle of fish from
X2+ (%%y?) + 173.

100. Backingashow or aplay islikeplaying roul ette.
Inthe West-End, investorshave athree-in-ten chance
of making aprofit, one-in-ten chance of arunaway
success, seven chancesin ten of making aloss, and
four-in-tenof losingall.

101. By thesmpleaddition of fractions, which somany
people seem unableto do thesedays, it is suggested
that theresult of merging the 17/21 and 16/5 Lancers
toform anew regiment, should be called the 105/521.

102. Inthe sciencesthe quantity of dataisdoubling
every five years, but in the business world there is
exponential growth.

103. Ital dependsonthedifficulty of factorisngvery
large primenumbers.
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104. Readersmay wishto tell their classesthat the
equationy - b=m(x- a) for alinethrough (a,b) with
gradient mcan bere-arrangedasm(x-a) =b-y

105. Infact men who did less than 20 minutes of
walking aday weretwiceaslikely to diethan menwho
did morethan an hour every day.

106. Forroses, trees, flowersand vegetables, mix 1/2
peat moss and 2/3 good soil to adepth of six inches.

107. Distinguished visitorswereinvitedto marvel a
young Zerah'spowers. .. hewasasked to confirm
that 4 294 967 296 wasaprime.

108. The latest figures on drink-driving show the
crackdownisfailing to deter Hampshiremotorists. The
proportion who fail in Hampshireiswell abovethe
national average say the Association of Chief Police
Officers. Oneinten Hampshiremotoristsfail compared
tooneinsevenfor thecountry asawhole. . . Compared
with last year'sresultsHampshiremotoristsshowed a
2% reductioninthenumber of failed testsbut nationally
thedecreasewasjust one-half per cent. Thesuperindent
of Hampshire'straffic operationsdescribed theresults
of thesurvey asvery disappointing.

109. Hight 427 had banked sharply totheleft, rolled
more than 180 degrees - past the point at which its
wingswere perpendicular to theground - and dropped
6000 feet in 23 seconds.

110. Theprisonershad 75 sqcmof living spaceeach
and were packed 140to acell, with onetiny window
and onetoilet, and deeping in shifts.

111. Fourteen per cent pay lessthan £60 aweek; 34
per cent pay lessthan £79; 27 per cent pay lessthan
£100.

112.

Dear Editor,

| have a bumblebee nest in my garden. Not being
inclinedtoinvestigateit too closely, it would still be
interesting to know the size of itscurrent population.
S0, over aperiod of timel counted the number of bees
entering and thenumber of beesleaving. Themaximum
differencethat occurs between the two numberswill
bethe minimum popul ation of thenest.

Yoursfathfully
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113. The Duke of Buccleuch owns 2,700 acres
equivaent, hisagent calculates, to amile-wide, 400
mileslong corridor, running from Scotland to L ondon.

114. Thefirefighterssay they used 50,000 cubiclitres
of water asecond. Over the 15-odd hoursthey battled
the flames, that's nearly 50 million cubic litres. A
thousand swimming pools-worth for thosewholivein
thesuburbs.

115. Atthewater treatment plant . . . cleaned water
from the Ouse cascadesinto each tanker. Most hold
200 tonnesand it takesjust aminuteto be pumpedin.
It takes one 200-tonneload to keep an average street
of between 30 and 40 housesinwater for asingleday.
“If you wereto think of water being deliveredinthe
sameway asmilk, an average family would need 96
pintsaday. Thatistheequivaent of oneand ahaf milk
floats’ explainsthe Yorkshirewater pressofficer.

116. If onesdlsal72gramlump of parmesan cheese
for £2.60 whilethegrocer next door hasonly 220 gram
lumpsfor £3.45, the shopper isunlikely to know that
the second retailer is 20 per cent more expensive.

117. What isthelegal limit?
80 ml of alcohol per 100ml of blood. .. Youfalil ...

118. A resting individual consumes 0.25 litres of
oxygen aminute. At thisratewould take 39 hoursto
usetheoxygeninal2-litreaguaung.

119. “When | first went out we had 240 stones of
pilchardsonboard . . . Then on another trip wetook a
wholeton, with several other haulsof 200 stone.”

120. Members of the Town Council Planning
Committee considered an application by Coral Racing
Limited for the erection of two satellite disheson the
rear extension roof of their shop. Mr. .. saidthat one
was900mindiameter and the other 1500min diameter.
“They will not generally bevisiblefromthestreet” he
added.

121. Itispredicted that, because of the greenhouse
effect, by theyear 2050 the country will be morethan
3°C (37.4°F) warme.

122. Theselocomativesaresomeof themost powerful
ever built, rated at 7700 hp or 5.76 milliwatts.
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123. Today the Tour de France coversthe 55 mile
gretch from Bourg-D'Oisansto Villard-de-Lans, which
at timesreachesover 857mm above sealevel.

124. Thecompany hasapplied for permissionfor an
extension of 55486 feet at therear of the present shop.

125. ... the Ashkenazys began in one room eight
metres square. It soared to 23 square metres when
Vladimir's competition endeared him to the party
leaders, and it reached palatial proportions- 36 square
feet - after hewon apiano contest in Brussels.

126. Hertemperatureclimbedto 102 degreesCelsius
nearly every night.

127. The reservoir . . . will have a capacity of
27000cm? .. . itwill supply Brechin and Montrose.

128. Thisweek'sprogrammefeaturesanurseattached
to 15 clinicswithina700 square mileradiusof Bath.

129. Themericequivdent of thecdorieisthekilgjoule.

130. Eachyear, vistorsto Disneyland buy enough soft
drinkstofill afiveacrelake.

131. Farmersat the Lenin collectivefarm. .. will
have no problem in getting their usual 4200 kil os of
winter wheat from each hectare. (That's 10,375 kilos
per acre.)

132. Yesterday 20,000 peoplejoined handstotry to
forma57-milehuman chainfrom Chimonix to Geneva.

133. Acircleisdividedinto 360 degrees, each degree
into 60 minutes, and each minuteinto 60 seconds: SO
onesecond is1/1000 of acircle.

134. Johnreckonsto have built between nineand ten
thousand mode! shipsworking an average 120 hours
oneach one.

135. If your elephant doublesin height and widthits
volumewill be cubed.

136. Woodward's staff, it said, had worked out that
the Falklandscons sted of 4,700 squaremilesof territory
with 10,000 Argentiniansonthem. Thismeant thet there
wasonly 0.47 Argentiniansto each squaremile.



MisMaths
This covers the mistakes,
misconceptions and
misrepresentations involving
mathematics, which have
appeared In some media or
other, at some time.

Belgium beat North Korea
nearly 2 - O

The sharpest drop in the table
was recorded by Bristol and
West, which plunged eight
places to fifth.



When the World Cup 1s beamed
across the globe this year, it will
be watched by an estimated
15 billion people. That is three
times the population of the
planet.

Some government advisers are

arguing that it would get a better

price by selling 69% now and the
remaining 40% later.

In some places there aren't
enough dormice. In other places
they seem to be reasonably
numerate.



For planting roses . . . mix
1/2 peat moss and 2/3 good soll
to a depth of 6 inches.

If you can produce 20 per cent
more milk per cow you can
decrease your herd by 20 per
cent to produce the same
amount of milk.

Her temperature climbed to
102 degrees Celsius nearly
every night.

If your elephant doubles In
height and width, its volume will
be cubed.



Majority want a change!

... of all the people interviewed,
only three eighths did not want
a change while 40 per cent
spoke overwhelmingly In
favour. Just one person In five
expressed no views on the
subject.

only 37.5% did not want a
change while 40% spoke
overwhelmingly in favour. Just
20% expressed no views on
the subject.



Thissummary givesthetextual content of each slidein the on-line'slide-display'
against its number, and also its MM number on the printed sheets 1 to 6.

Slide Text MM
No: No:
0 This a collection of mistakes, misconceptions, and

misrepresentations involving mathematics, which have
appeared in some media or other, at some time.

1 Belgium beat North Korea nearly 2 - 0 5

2 The ship is facing the wrong way and will need a 360 degree 8
turn before sliding through the relatively tiny harbour entrance.

3 The sharpest drop in the table was recorded by Bristol and 10
West, which plunged eight places to fifth.

4 When the World Cup is beamed across the globe this year 11
it will be watched by an estimated 15 billion people - three
times the population of the planet

5 The council tax and grant system is immensely complicated 20
Some of the mathematical factors in the 64 pages of
calculations run to thirteen decimal points.

6 "A bottle of wine a day keeps death at bay" according 34
to Danish researchers who have found that drinking three to
five glasses daily reduces the overall risk of death by half

7 The baby-boomers have now been replaced, in real-estate 42
language at least, by the baby-busters. These are apparently,
couples who have no, or fewer, children.

8 Some government advisers are arguing that it would get a 47
better price by selling 69% now and the remaining 40% later.

9 The chimpanzee appeared to be able to count up to four 48
objects with accuracy. When the number of objects was
between five and six the number of mistakes increased.

10 Bolitho saw the damaged chebeck . . . and managed not 56
to watch the seamen frantically trying to reload before she
was gone from view. But a Long Nine normally had a crew
of fifteen men to attend its need. Meheux had half that number.
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Slide
No:

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

Text

As far as babies are concerned, one and one do not make two.
One and make at least one cubed. To put it another way,
having a second baby amounts to a lot more than having

twice what you had before.

Statistical projections from such figures have been used to
indicate that by the year 2000 the number of AIDS cases
could be 100 million times the population of the world, but
among official bodies, only West Germany's Ministry of
Health believed this possible.

In some places there just aren't enough dormice. In other
places they seem to be reasonably numerate.

If you can produce 20% more milk per cow, you can decrease
your herd by 20% to produce the same amount of milk.

For roses . . . mix 1/2 peat moss and 2/3 good soil to a depth
of six inches.

Distinguished visitors were invited to marvel at young Zerah's
powers . . . he was asked to confirm that 4 294 967 296 was
a prime

The Ashkenazys began in one room 8 metres square. It soared
to 23 square metres when Vladimir's competition endeared him
to the party leaders, and it reached palatial proportions -

36 square feet - after he won a piano contest.

Her temperature climbed to 102 degrees Celsius nearly
every night.

If your elephant doubles in height and width, its volume will
be cubed.

THE END
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